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9.10.3086 Pro.1. Field of the
Invention This invention relates
generally to a method and apparatus
for developing an electrostatic latent
image using the reversal development
method, and more particularly to a
method and apparatus for
continuously monitoring and
controlling the reversal development
method. 2. Description of the Prior
Art In the past, electrostatic latent
1images have been developed by




utilizing the reversal development
method and this method has been
widely used 1n copying machines. In
the development of latent images
using the reversal development
method, a reversal development type
roller 1s used as a developing unit for
uniformly applying the developing
agent to the latent image carried on
the photosensitive medium, and the
application rate of the developing
agent 1n the reversal development
method 1s very high. Accordingly, the
reversal development type roller 1s
rotated to apply substantially the same
amount of developing agent to the




photosensitive medium carrying the
latent image. It the developing agent
1s not applied to the photosensitive
medium uniformly, the difference
between the amount of developing
agent applied to the exposed and
unexposed portions of the
photosensitive medium appears to
vary and the 1image quality of the
developed 1image deteriorates.
Theretfore, the application rate of the
developing agent 1n the reversal
development method must be
accurately controlled. The developing
process in the reversal development
method 1s completely reversed from




the reversal development method.
Accordingly, the previously known
methods of controlling the application
rate of the developing agent are not
applicable to the reversal
development method. A method of
developing an electrostatic latent

image using the reversal development
method 1s described 1n U.S. Pat. No.
t678ea9%19¢
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